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DALLAS — Shortly aft- 
. er 11 a. m. on the morn* 
ing of Nov. 24, a Texas- 
big man swung out of 
m$ Texas-big office on 
the third floor of the 
h municipal building and 
headed for an elevator 
that would take him to 
the basement of the 
' building. 

h„nt £ °o e , he ™ uId get t0 the levator 
bank, Police Chief Jesse Curry was in- 

that e tho d by his , secretar y who said 
■ that the mayor of Dallas was on the 
phone and wished to speak with him. 

ln5 C S * as stin ™ the phone, speak- 
- ' the mayor ’ when a dazed aide 

' the most f° Und 11:25 a - m ' t0 sa y tha ‘ 
"f!?® 1 (amous prisoner in America, 

* ir! H - °® waid > had B»st been shot in the 
, basement of the building, which also 
serves as the city jail/ 

His reaction to the astounding news? 

“Dhsbelief,” said Chief Curry when I 
•talked with him in his office. “Just plain 

'*adh£n t ^ er f 11 the P recaIJ tions that 
lt ?*r tak , en to transfer him from jail 
-*o the county prison. I thought every 
Precaution had been taken ... 7 

"'■tnrv h.TiJ THINK anyone in this cen- 
,-tury had been subject to such pressure 
er demand for ‘instant news.’ ” 

L Cur ,!I oonHnued in his low-key man- 

“ rt bad reached the point ^here 

, ; TOe news media were trying to satisfy 
fie pubhc, which felt it had fhe right to 
’«ccurred° r partlclpate in events J they 



a different standard of police policy 
in handing news media has been set up 
all over the world, not just here.” P 

On that morning of Nov. 24 Jack Rubv 

2 3 Ch , eap Dallas atrip-tease 

joint had somehow walked into the 
heavily guarded basement. 

hasem^t did i SUI ; h / “ an get *" t0 th at 
Kni thJf’i, 1 K S ^ d ’ gating the ques- 
tion that has bothered millions. 

“I couldn’t reveal that,” Curry renlied 
m his soft, low-pitched voice. “That will 
have to be revealed by the Warren Com- 
mission investigating the assassination. 
We have turned over to them every 
scrap of evidence we have collected.” 

™ E h SH ° TS ™ AT KILLED Oswald 
triggered, among other things, what 
might , be called “the ordeal of Jesse 
Curry. Within hours this man who had 
a national— even an international— repu- 
},™° n « S an outsta nding, competent po- 
w er y 3 / being attacked and 
harshly blamed for Oswald’s death. 

Because he had yielded to the pressure 
of news media to transfer the prisoner 
in broad daylight, for the benefit of TV 
and news cameras, he was branded, first 
and foremost, as a publicity hog. 

evil 7 a j . SUCh a Klieg »Sbt character I 
expected to meet when I went to his of- 
lice. As an experienced reporter, I can 
spot a publicity hog at 5000 paces. But 
the police officer I met has none of the 
attributes of such headline-happy kooks 



I- 1 “As a result of Oswald’s killing, I am 



I did what I thought was best at the 
time he said quietly, and with a trace 
of bitterness. “I would do it differently 
now. Sure, hindsight is wonderful.” 7 
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March 2$, 1964 



M*. June C. Johnson 
765 Kadota 
Atwater, California 

Dear Ms. Johnson! 

I aa very happy to say there have bean a few 
"Georges" who have extended their syapathy to 
me and the departaent during the past several 
trying aonths. 

It was very generous of you to lend your 
encouragement. These have been hectic and 
heartbreaking days for us In the police 
department, few have the wlsdoa and compels Ion 
to understand how we feel about the tragic 
events In November. 

I am so pleased to add your name to those who 
have supported the Dallas Police Department 
and all law enforcement agencies. 

Sincerely yours. 



es 



J. E. Curry 
Chief of Pol Ice 




March 26, 1964 



Mrs. Dorris M. Donahue 
22700 Tracy Avenue 
Eucl id, Ohio 44123 

Dear Mrs. Donahue: 

I hope you wi U forgive me for not writing to 
you earl ier to thank you again for your support. 

I think Mrs. Robb treated me very kindly in her 
article. She is a charming person and writes 
her news items on a factual basis. Her article 
had widespread distribution apparently as I have 
received copies from a number of other persons. 

I wish all correspondents felt as she does. Many 
have not been nearly so kind or fair. 

It is the fine people, like you, who have enabled 
me to "hold onto the two main ropes of life - 
Hope and Faith." 



Cordi ally, 



es 



J. E. Curry 

Chief of Police 




TELEPHONE GR 6-6641 



poet Office Box 771 



City op Grants Pass 

City Hall 4 Fourth ano H Streets 
GRANTS PASS. OREGON 

March 20, 1961* 



Chief Jesse E. Curry- 
Police Department 
Dallas, Texas 

Dear Chief Curryi 

I have been asked by my Mayor, Robert C. Martin 
to forward the enclosed check to your office for appropriate 
distribution. 



Very truly yours, 

G- 

'’PHILIP G. AVERIIi 
Chief of Police 



Enclosure (check) 
cc t Mayor Martin 
POA/dmp 
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